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On behalf of His Excellency Martín Torrijos Espino, President of the Republic of Panama, I 
am pleased to extend to you the warmest of welcomes. 
 

We hope that this seventh regular session of the Inter-American Committee Against 
Terrorism will allow, as previous events have, the open discussion of the problems of terrorism, a 
scourge that, although it has not yet directly affected my country, is still a cause for concern for us 
and is the reason why we placed the topic of protecting the hemisphere's critical infrastructure before 
this Committee. 
 

Terrorism can affect us all, without distinctions.  For developed and developing nations alike, 
it is an invisible enemy that, most of the time, shows its face only through pain, in the violent loss of 
human lives or the destruction of a country’s economic apparatus.  Terrorist acts must be condemned 
regardless of where or whom they come from! 
 

International legal instruments provide a strategic framework and a common platform so that 
states can work together to increase their security – that, in Panama’s view, is the most significant 
aspect of the Inter-American Convention Against Terrorism. 
 

The topic we address in our Declaration is that of protecting critical infrastructure.  We thank 
all the delegations for the consensus that was reached and for the solidarity they expressed in 
recognizing the Panama Canal as an example of critical infrastructure in the hemisphere. 
 
Esteemed Chair of CICTE: 
 

With the Declaration that is to be adopted at this meeting – which the Republic of Panama is 
honored to host – we are taking an important step forward in the fight against terrorism, in that it 
deals with issues of a preventive nature.  Thank you for the leadership you showed in directing the 
work of the preparatory meetings for this important conference. 
 

Nevertheless, this challenge surpasses the national dimension of the individual state; for that 
reason, strengthened multilateralism and international cooperation is vital for all our countries.  On 
this topic in particular, we must act firmly and in coordination to bring about the modernization of the 
existing international institutional framework and to adapt it to current realities. 
 

The Committee will be hearing experiences from Ambassador Park Sang-Ki, President of the 
Counter Terrorism Task Force of the Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation Mechanism (APEC); from 
Mr. Robert B. Stephan, Assistant Secretary for Infrastructure Protection at the United States 
Department of Homeland Security; and from Ambassador Javier Rupérez, Executive Director of the 
Counter-Terrorism Committee Executive Directorate of the United Nations Security Council.  All 
these will, I am sure, help to enhance our understanding of counterterrorism issues. 
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This dialogue is vital, even critical, in that fighting terrorism requires the broadest 
cooperation among our states and the relevant international organizations. 
 

Serving as the Chair of this Committee is a matter of singular interest to the Republic of 
Panama.  If so favored by you, Panama will simultaneously be chairing two anti-terrorism bodies – 
the Inter-American Committee, and the United Nations Committee established by Resolution 1373 of 
2001.  In light of that double opportunity, I suggest to the Heads of Delegation that we work together 
to strengthen both arenas, inter-American and global alike. 
 

These appointments are an honor but they also imply serious responsibilities, and we interpret 
them as an acknowledgement of Panama's foreign policy, which is based on good relations with all 
the countries of the world and, particularly, with those of the Americas.  Panama will continue to do 
its best to resolve differences through dialogue and conciliation, which are the finest instruments for 
ensuring peace and understanding among nations. 
 

Finally, we thank the delegations and participating experts for attending.  The struggle against 
terrorism will be strengthened by this meeting, and we all trust that cohesion, solidarity, cooperation, 
and the open discussion of problems will be the factors that will enable us to emerge victorious in this 
effort to benefit our peoples. 
 

I declare this seventh session open.  I wish you every success in your discussions. 
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